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Raising funds
for charity
with flowers

OLLY Harrison, 35, has found a
way of feeding birds and bees
while also raising money for a
cancer charity.

The farmer planted a five-acre
field with 75,000 sunflowers after
rabbits ate all the winter wheat
originally growing there.

Olly, of Water Lane Farm in
Tarbock Merseyside, is chairman
of the NFU North West regional
combinable crops board.

He hopes to raise £1 for each
plant for Sunflowers, an inde-
pendent charity that supports
cancer patients, survivors and
carers in Merseyside.

He said: “Originally, I wanted
1o see if the flower would grow
well in my region.
= Continued on page 3

GOOD CAUS

Olly Harrison aims to raise money for a cancer charity by growing sunflowers

Sheep dip appeal

“v=1 Ryder

2l has gone out to farmers

tested for organophos-
soning at Guys Hos-
2. and 1993 to get in
the Sheep Dip Sufferers

s three sets of r><uh<

the ministry, MAFF, in conjunction
with VMD - the Veterinary Medicines
Directorate — their policy was not to
send farmers their results, though their
GPs were informed, if known.

“Individual test results are listed in
the reports we have, but those tested
are only identified by a number, age,
sex, occupation and the period in
which tests were made.

“We would like, where possible, to
on to farmers their individual re-
The reports are published on the
te \\e ew\ that some

just for his research rather than h

“The last
poisoning was confirmed in every case
where data was complete and for the
first time it reports chronic symptoms
lasting for ten years or more.

“By then, I think MAFF/VMD had
learned all they needed to know and
the testing was discontinued.

“Some confirmed cases were invited
back for further tests at Guys conduct-
ed by a US chemical weapons expert
from Fort Detrick, David H Moore.
We suspect those additional tests were

any therapeutic value and I doub
those will ever be released.”

The papers list information on 43
cases of suspected sheep dip and re-

The records include chemical

exposure details, cli
test information and co
range from light exposur
over periods of tm
where farmers h

rescue sh

m Continued on page 3
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iCe wins
1 photo
purple
' bales

THUMBERLAND
couple will attend

Child Awards in
=nce of Prince

fter winning a crazy

ay bales competi-

by Carrs Billington

IChild.

monsters popped

ds all over the UK

than 100 farmers

he challenge to cre-

atching displays

ir purple hay bales.

1an 50,000 bales

tomised with spe-

s provided by

llington and the

were James and

ty. of North Acomb

ocksfield.

s taking part sent
of their creations,

"1 Grace Baty sitting on her purple monster bales was vbted the best

which were displayed on the
WellChild and Carrs
Billington Facebook pages.
Mr and Mrs Baty will
attend the WellChild
Awards 2016 at the
Dorchester Hotel, London,
on October 3. The awards
will be attended by
WellChild Patron Prince

Harry and a host of celebri-
ties and will present awards
to inspirational children
coping with serious illness,
to caring children and to
dedicated child health pro-
fessionals.

The winning picture from
the Baty family had two-
year-old Grace sitting on

the display posing with the
monsters and attracted the
greatest number of likes on
Facebook.

Carrs Billington chose to
support WellChild and dis-
tributed the purple silage
wrap and netwrap supplied
by Zeus Packaging Group
in WellChild purple.

inds on offer for
iral initiatives

idgen

=’s  Countryside
rarity which aims
the prospects of
: businesses and
¢ rural life across
=< announced a
= pot of more than
=pport vital rural

I projects
North-East  that
Sancing commu-
srovide training
for young and

to projects, including Upper
Teesdale Agricultural Support
Service to help provide a raft
of digital support and advice to
farmers; North East Enterprise
Agency, helping to support ru-
ral enterprise hubs across rural
areas of the northern uplands
to create successful centres
for business support and net-
working; Bell View, which
has helped to buy a new spe-
cialist wheelchair accessible
vehicle that will support 45
older people in a largely rural
area where little or no public
transport exists and delivered
1,200 trips.

As part of its vital role in re-
sponding to countryside crises,

d is also opening up

od recovery. Or-

farmers, rural businesses and
communities following the se-
vere storms in December 2015
across Cumbria, Lancashire,
Northumberland and North
Yorkshire and Scotland.

Submissions close on Oc-
tober 13. Applicants can visit
princescountrysidefund/grant-
programme to find out how to
apply. Since being founded by
HRH The Prince of Wales in
2010, the fund has distributed
more than £7m to 182 projects
across the UK, helping more
than 200,000 people.

Clare Crookenden, grants
manager for The Prince’s
Countryside =~ Fund, said:
“Since 2010, our grant pro-
gramme has provided a vital
boost to people and grassroot
organisations which are work-
ing hard to protect and enhance

the couniryside. We've been
able to support innova i
diverse projects, ranging from
inspiring young people to de-

velop their skills and pursue a |

rural career to strengthening
rural businesses who have
been hit hard in recent years.

“Our grant programme
has been made to available
to help improve the lives of
people living and working in
the countryside. Community
shops, libraries and pubs and
the people that support them
add vibrancy and strength to
rural communities and we are
committed to help. Action is
needed to give rural communi-
ties the chance to provide the
vital services that they rely on
and to ensure all of us benefit
from retaining a vibrant coun-
tryside.”

Birds feed
on crop
over winter

& Continued from p1

“After standing in the field
watching bees feeding on
flowers, 1 thought it would be
a shame to harvest them and
would be nice to leave them
for the. birds to feed on over
winter.

“It was at this point that I
came up with the idea of rais-
ing money from them for char-
ity.”

By visiting Olly’s JustGiv-
ing page, people can pledge
money to the charity and show
support for British farmers
who have embraced the con-
servation agenda.

Olly adds: “I will lose money
on the field by not harvesting
the flowers but that’s farming
at present. I am already losing
on the rest of my crops this
year, so giving something to
a good cause will cheer me
up and if it’s successful I will
£row some more next year.”

Olly, who is the NFU North
West’s youngest board chair-
man farms 1,200 acres.

To pledge support, visit just-
giving.com/fundraising/Oli-
ver-Harrison7.

Research
needed

¥ Continued fromp1

The 1992 — b

demonstrated a prob-
lem from occupational expo-
sure to sheep dip. It has also
gathered evidence from media
reports and case histories, that
not all cases are notified to rel-
evant agencies.”

It also cites the problems
of diagnosis saying that the
clinical effects resulting from
exposure to organophosphate
sheep dip are non-specific and
that confirmation is best shown
by blood tests taken as soon as
possible after exposure.

The report calls for promot-
ing greater awareness of the
problem among GPs and the
need for further research work
on sheep dip-related illness.
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Test results are
finally published

HE tireless work of the Sheep Dip Sufferers Support
Group has resulted in the release of yet more damning
evidence about the effects of organophosphate-based
dips on the health of those using them.

As detailed on the front page, three sets of results from farmers
and farm workers who were tested for suspected OP poisoning in
the early 1990s have finally been published.

The documents demonstrate the various acute symptoms that
have been attributed to exposure to OP dips before concluding
whether or not the chemicals could be given as a confirmed, like-
ly, possible or unlikely cause.

Taking the 1992 test results as a snapshot, the ill health suffered
by 12 patients was judged to “likely” have been caused by expo-
sure to sheep dip.

These patients include two brothers aged 33 and 35 at the time, a
54-year-old farmer, who had dipped sheep five days a month for
40 years, and a 51-year-old who reported falling in while dip-
ping. The age range of those tested shows this is by no means an
issue for a previous generation. The youngest patient deemed
likely to have been made ill by the dip would be only 50 now.

It is to be hoped that the appeal by the Sheep Dip Sufferers
Support Group to find the farmers who participated in the testing
is a success, not least so they can be finally given their results.

It could also prove more than useful to see how their health has
fared in the two and a half decades since the tests, given the
increasing clamour for a full inquiry into allegations that farmers
were misled about the dangers of OP dips.

ITH warm sum-
mer days giving
way to chilly
mornings, and
the nights drawing in at an
alarming rate, I've decided to
try and forget the impending
onset of winter by immersing
myself in good news.

Once I got past the ruination
of The Great British Bake Off
and the split of Brad and
Angelina, the positive stories
Just kept on coming.

First up: milk prices.

Clearly prices are still way
off being at sustainable levels,
and the recent mini-recovery
has been far too slow to filter
down to producers.

But the overall trend at the
moment is upwards, so that
counts as good news in my
book — especially given the
gloomy predictions over the
state of the market earlier this
year.

In the last few days, First
Milk has announced a 2p per
litre increase — its biggest
monthly rise since 2007 — and
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is to pay bonuses early.

Arla is putting up its price
by 1.6p per litre in October,
its second monthly increase
running, while Dairy Crest
has already confirmed a 1.5p
per litre rise, phased over two
months.

Hopefully, as the market
stabilises and confidence
returns — and with demand
predicted to outstrip supply
for the rest of the year — pro-
cessors will keep the rises
coming until farmgate prices
come up to cover the cost of
production, at the absolute
minimum.

While I'm on the subject of
the white stuff, it seems like
the eminently sensible idea of
shops selling small containers

UPWARD TRENDS

Hannah Chapman consid:
there is plenty to be optimi
about with the introduction
several new positive initiatiy

Looking on the b
side as nights dr:

of milk alongside conveni-
ence food is paying off.

Instead of glugging fizzy
pop, retailers are catching on
to the fact that people wanting
a drink on the go might
choose a healthier, more
nutritious alternative.

And it looks like thirsty
shoppers are going for it, with
Arla’s Cravendale 250ml bot-
tles now being sold in the soft
drinks cabinets of four retail-
ers. Arla is said to be in nego-
tiations with other stores
about rolling it out even fur-
ther.

Sometimes the simplest
ideas really are the best ones.
Which leads me to British

Food Fortnight.

Another straightforward but
brilliant concept. Pick a two-
week period, align yourself
with harvest festival — one of
the oldest and most universal
of countryside traditions —
and use it to promote all that
is good about British produce

alternative

s

to schools, caterers, res
and the public.

This year’s BFF ran |
September 17 to Octob
and its headline annous
ment was that The Co-
buy all of its fresh bace
lamb from British farm
ing on May 1 next year

Under a three-year-pl
The Co-op will invest
£1.5bn sourcing meat 2
vegetables from the UK

The new initiative wil
The Co-op the only ma;
food retailer to stock 10
cent own-brand British
chicken, pork, lamb, ba
and turkey.

Here’s hoping others §
The Co-op’slead. Arcy
listening Tesco and yous

tional farm b ands from

there and everywhere
The Co-op is the main
sor of Love British Food
organisation behind BFF
which was created in 20¢
promote British produce

While I'm on the subject of the white
stuff, it seems like the eminently sens
idea of shops selling small container:
of milk alongside convenience food it
paying off. Instead of glugging fizzy p.
retailers are catching on to the fact
people wanting a drink on the go mig
choose a healthier, more nutritious




